
Michigan Hospital Guidelines for Reporting Live Births, Infant Deaths and Fetal Deaths

Live Birth – The complete expulsion or extraction of a 
product of conception from its mother, regardless of the 

duration of the pregnancy, that after expulsion or 
extraction, whether or not the umbilical cord has been 

cut or the placenta is attached, shows any evidence of 
life, including, but not limited to, one or more of the 
following: breathing, a heartbeat, umbilical cord 

pulsation or definite movement of voluntary muscles.
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Induced Termination of Pregnancy – The intentional 
use of an instrument, drug, or other substance or device 
to terminate a woman’s pregnancy for a purpose other 
than to increase the probability of live birth, to preserve 
the life or health of the child after live birth, or to remove 
a dead fetus. Does not include the use or prescription of 

a drug or device intended as a contraceptive.
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Fetal Death – Death of a 
fetus which has completed at 
least 20 weeks of gestation or 

weighs at least 400 grams 
and did not show evidence of 

life after delivery.
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